
Words of White Buffalo Calf Woman 
(Traditional Legend from the Sioux)

Behold me.
Behold me,
For in a sacred manner
I am walking.

This is a Sacred Gift
And must always be treated in a holy way.
In this bundle is a Sacred Pipe
Which no impure man or woman should ever see.

With this Sacred Pipe
You will send your voices to Wakan Tanka.
The Great Spirit, Creator of all.
Your Father and Grandfather.

With this Sacred Pipe
You will walk upon the Earth
Which is your Grandmother and Mother.
All your steps should be holy.

The bowl of the Pipe is red stone
Which represents the Earth.
A Buffalo Calf is carved in the stone facing the center
And symbolizes the four-legged creatures
Who live as brothers among you.

The stem is wood and represents all growing things.
Twelve feathers hang from where the stem fits the bowl
And are from the Spotted Eagle.
These represent all the winged brothers
Who live among you.
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All these things are joined to you
Who will smoke the Pipe and send voices to Wakan Tanka.
When you use this Pipe to pray,
You will pray for and with every thing.
The Sacred Pipe binds you to all your relatives;
Your Grandfather and Father,
Your Grandmother and Mother.

The red stone represents the Mother Earth
On which you will live.
The Earth is red
And the two-leggeds who live upon it are also red.
Wakan Tanka has given you a Red Road -
A good and straight road to travel,
And you must remember that all people
Who stand on this earth are sacred.

From this day,
The Sacred Pipe will stand on the red earth,
And you will send your voices to Wakan Tanka.

There are seven circles on the stone
Which represent the Seven Rites
In which you will use the Pipe.

Remember how sacred the Pipe is
And treat it in a sacred manner,
For it will be with you always.
Remember also that in me are Four Ages.
I shall leave you now,
But shall look upon you in every age
And will return in the end.


